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\re or more high sad able men sent 10 that State fiom
itginin, us was done uponu formes memorabile osension,
W bear & missive of friendship, and w beg the poople, in
the name of the good old Commonwealih that we sll so
much revere, to panse, and to uocept the seouriy of o
compromise, at wny rata il it s violated, would now, as
heretofore, be productive of the happlest results 1 Wonld
it not n i 1 10 delay all action till the
orisis s pussed—lor delay itsell is ofien the most efficient
romedy T Would it not furnish 1o 1he leuding men n just
renson not for retraciog their steps, bat for stopping in them
ar present, and thos save that pride of opinion and eharme-
wr without which peitser Individuals nor communities
will ever nccomplish noy great object 1 | need not pursue
nor indesd haye | tme. 2 low me oue sdditonnl

jourGment—
17 ¥e. HUNTER suid: 1f the senator from Missiasippi will | 1% /4¢:
allow me, [ will stute thal my recolection does not accord | siaysholding

vecisely with his. The first suggestion came (rom the
tammhl- senalor lrom  Michigan, [Mr, Cass,] who
spoke 10 me on that subject, and sail he was uppreben-
sive that there might be n collision between the State of

South ing_awd the general government, and he
thought something ought to be doce to prevent it. He
suggested that Pp Lol & commissi here-
tofore had veed a very ralutary effect, and might do
s0 gain. I concurred with him that everything onght to
be done which could be done 1o prevent that difficulty.

he rom M ppi concurred in that opinion
and expressed w wish tnat the State of Virginia should
send & 1 for ihe purpose of enting that
collision, 1 sowe conlerence with de in Vir-

ginia on that subject, and it was concluded that it was
g:nllnm 1o act al thet time, as the conveation had not

n called, and might not be convened, and il convened
it might be done under such auspices as to prevent hasty
und pitate nction. The details ol the conversation
which I bad with the tor from Mississippi | do not

How . would it doio lovite sny of the other
States, who have the same interests as Vir-
ﬂn;n and South dumllpu. wnd n desire w preserve the

tion and the Consti tution in thelr tue spieit, dovold of
loose canstruction and assumed power, 10 join (o this wis
sion ol love wnd pescs, to entent a sistor 10 pause in  her
cougse, nnd 1o listen to the entreaties of her nssociaies,
who have the vame interest, and must eventially meet
with the same fute 1 | throw out this basty ides, and |
s inclined to belleve that the additionnl solornnity which
this conrse would give would produce the happiest re-
sults | have not time 1o write more than 1o urge you, by
your love ol country, to give this matter your best rellection,
and come up with the powerful suppor of the Enguirer 10
the resenn. I you do, [ shall look for the restoration ol pence

pretend to recollect ; nor do | remember whether the con-
versation between us commenced with him or myself
He is certainly right in his recollection that we had ‘more
than one conversalion on the subject,

_ Mc, FOOTE, I never heard before of any previous
interview between the senalor from Michigan and the
senalor from Virginia,

Mr. HUNTER. Justice 1o my friend from South Caro-
lina, (Mr. Burier,] with whom [ am very intimate, re-
Quires me to say that he never made any suggestion in
mﬁm to that subject,

M

r. BUTLER. Never,

r. FOOTE. And | was especiully cautious not to
have any interview with Lim on the subject. The first
time it was brought 1o my miad was when the honora-
bie sepator from Virginia spoke to me in the manner |
have already described. [ had a conversation with the
honorable senator from Michigan on the subject, | told
him that there could be no doabt of the propriety of
the act, and [ mingled my counsels with his for the pur-
pose ol bring itabout. | had several conferences alter-

wards, of a very agrecable character, with the he bl
senator from Virginia on this subject, just before | left
here, ut the last seavion. A1 firsl a single commissioner
was spoken ol in accordance with the old example ; but
some (itfi arising, not ¥y to be explained now,
with regard to the selection of the person, 1 suggested
the 5-r:51_iely of haviug two commissioners instead of
one, and it was agreed 10 at once by the honorable send-
tor from Michigan. | went immediately 10 the lodgings
of the senator from Virginia, and informed him of the
change. He gave it his approval. | went farther, and

dertook to suggest that, much as Maryland and
Virginia had bappily united in bringing about the estab-
lishment of this Union, or, rather, had taken the incipient
sieps lowards establishing it, and inasmuch as these
States were alike in another important respect at that
time, each having in session, within ita limits, not only
ythe ordinary legislative body, buta convention called for
ne purpose of remodifying the m}nnic law, my [riend
from Michigan should be also called upon to address let-
ters to distinguished gentlemen, then at Annapolis, in
Maryland, o asto induce that State to co-operate with
Virginia in this noble and patriotic task,

'ﬁ:m letters were written, as | have already described,
to Governor Lowe. }

In order 1o give the whole lhistory of this thing properly,
1hn|p'|n‘ not to exhaust the patience of the, .‘iemm-,}il wf‘li
call attention, for a moment, Lo the original letter, wiitten
to the State of Virginia, in the vear 1832 | will read
first & raph from the Richmond Enquirer of Decem-
ber 13th, 1532, and then the extract which it imtroduces -

“ Besidas thess, tha whole militia of Soath Carelion is to
be reorganized and prepuied for action—the cilizens 1o be
classified from sixieen yenrs of nge upwards—ilie governos
in 10 purebase ten thouwsand stand ol small arms, with the
necessary mccoutrements, &e., &, ho ean sav 1o this
phrensied spirit, * Thus far, wnd no funber ” Who can
sy what the next month or week ay bring lonh 1 Vie-
lence on the part ol her cluzens, civil war, wnd blood
And con we see this prospect uomoved 1 Can Vigiola
forbear 10 use all the infoence 10 which she {s entitled 1
Will she stand slool 1 Will she wait 11l the storm barsis,
and war parhiaps sweeps noross the fields of South Caro-
Hna 1 Can she not throw hersell betwren the coatending
parties, and coniribute whatever of mornl fores she o
exert to save 1his blessed Union from nollification, as
ws the rights of the Stutes from the tariff !

“ These rellections have bsen suggesied 1o us by the news
of yesterduy, and by a letier we hove received (rom one ol
the ablest men in the country,  We ask lus pardon for lay-
Ing extracts from it belote the legislature, keeping hin name
sirictly o oarselves. The members of the leglslntore will
weigh them for what they are worth.  From the bigh ehar.
actet of thelr muthor, from the deep importance of th -
jeat, from the momentons erisis which we mie spproach-
g, we respectfolly think them entiled 10 serions aren-
vion,  But the press is open ; and, withont meaning in the
slightest degres to nrge cur own ernde soggestions upon
the public, we invite the troe and able mea of the land w
lay iheir rellections belore their countiymen. Ndde's the
duy, und wow's the hour."”

EXTRACT

“The Impendiog ciisis is o feurfol one. What is 10 be
the result 1 The question s before m= day and night,  As
you huve jusily observed, we are hetwern Scylin and Cha-
rybdin, It the general government sueceed, I8 thers not
reason o fear that Sute cights will be n danger, snd tha
the federnl arm may become too strong nt some futire pe-
nodt Ona the other hand, | South Carolion soceeed,
either in the project of pulliBontion or in that of secession,
the Union is viraally dissolved, nnd we shall foliow the
fute of the other reputilies that have oheckered the evential
map of bistory. What, then, is 10 be done T 1 Sourh Caro
lina prooesd as she has begon, the shoek muw be met, and
oar lstitations may be demnulished in the conflier. There
Is senrealy tme, sven were thin Congress perfeatly well
disposed, to setile such & goestion betwesn now and (he
theot of February next; and il there were, it is pot in human
natore that the whote protective systeim, enormons as it s
in b appliestion, shonld be (nstantanecosy abandooed
¥ the South Carolina
Under these oirenms * oeonrred 1o
irginia might interpose mon efficacwonsty, and

ma [l
add snother lenl 10 the wreath whieh sdorms herelvie chap-

let. Huppowe the legisluiure should wppo e
of lour or five of the most sminent oliisen proceed 10
South Carclinm, and 10 entreat hier convention and ber logls
lutare (0 recall her Inte stepa, and at wll events 10 delay her
final metion tll anotier tnial 18 made to reduce the tan @
Posibly the mensure would be more certnin (0 Vieginia
shonld onll upon Norh Usrolios, Georgin, and Alabama 1o
nppoint simidar committess o meet bhers ot Golambing, wod
o join ko the good work Do sl politiond fermenimtions,
rime, if not e positive cure, 18 almost sire 1o lead 0 one
Sappose Vigrinin, too, shonld sddiess Congress 1o one ol
those loroible mppeals she so woll knows how to make, aod
wrge an immedinte commencement as weoll ne o grear re-
dustion of the teritf, stating all the great conslderations
whioh require (t, and shouid at the same time nddress the
Hiwte of Sowih Carolioa ss & sister, suflering onder the
same syatem, and entront ber, out af regard 1o Vieglain, to
the other southern Saies, 1o the integrity of the Union, and,
in faet, 10 the cnose of free goveraoment thraugh the would,
10 defny her aotion, and 10 iy 10 procars o moedifoation of
lh.r:rlﬂ, &o.

- . . - .

“ Would not the result be favornbin | At any rate, Is
there not such a probability of it wa to justily the stempt 1
Events mre prassing o mpldly upon one another, that we
limrdly know what the nexi honr will prodoce . of eourse
o thone je o e lowg

*The times nre porenioos
Vieginia dows ot pat her shioulder 1o the wheel, our fnte
timngs by & theead  The President will do sl that wisdom,
Hrmuess, wid dotegiity ean eifecr; Lot still, without zesl-
s mid teom renl Iriends, aven Lo may not be able 1o onity
un through nosentied ™

The second extraet from the lotter of Mr. Cass was
next read, as follows ©

* Extrwordinnry conjanatnren in oational aflaiie demand
exirmordinary « Horts, sod so Imes extraordiniry means
Lhar eounitiy = now in one e ponjunotires.  No man
can ook outhe troe siute of teeling (n Somb Caroline with
wut the most fkmmy lotebodings. A great msjority of her
jeople seem deterniined 10 soceds from the Uolon. Tt is
0o part of oy Dusiness (o fnvestigaie 1he eninses of (hissiate
ol leeling, or the consequences which may How from it
L nen only dealing with tneis, with aur setual posiiion ms s
nution, and the best remedy thut cnn be practionly apphled
And what s it! You know ae well as | do the high
ehmrncter of e Sonth Caralinim “thalt sensitivensss 10
wogthing than looks Lke politgal oppression or degrmdution.
Thnt they have serlons wiongs to compiain of, 1 min mimOng
the last 1o deny; but when the northern deimoersey 1s
coming op to the good work of aheeking the projeo.s of
wbolitien, wnd of endenvoring o produce & Geoer wnd
sounder state of feeling with reaprot 10 the sinve question,
pud when the compromise mensares of the lnst session
hold pat s rational grouwnd of hups for the fatare, it s un
fovtnnnie jndesd WAt there (8 8 disposition in o
Carolina to push resisance o the extremity of seoes-
slon. Do you not think that & commission com posed of

anil sniisfled 1 wm that il

sud confidencs. God alone knows wihat the future has in
stere for us."

Mr. President, I bave been charged by the hoporable
senalor from South Carolina [Mr. Ruerr] with having
manifested an undue disposition to commend this admin-
istrution. [ have been pronounced * the eulogist of the
administration.” This is not the first time that this

ge has been made, | wn not at all sensitive in
regard 1o it, but | feel bound to put mysell right. [
have never commended this administration with re-
?md to any subject whatsoever, whatever approval
may bave fell to be due to it, except in con-
nexion with the execution of the fugitive-slave law
and the g | plan of promise. | have said, and |
{'u_ll ét,tﬂm the President of the U:éted SlnLe- has done
lis duty as a patriot, in recommending in his. message
that we sh _'wm ise the el f:! adjustment as
definitive in its character. 1 have said and felt that he
was entitled to_public qrnmude for his faithful efforts
to mr?- into effect the fugitive-slave law. | have said
that ; I am not afiaid 1o say it again. But those who
infer from that that | approve the whole course of
the administration have made a great mistake. [ knew
that this administration was fighting the battle of the
Union; | knew that we had to depend on this adminis-.
tration, in a great degree, for the salvation of the Union,
and therefore, as a patriot, 1 was not willing to stab the
arm that was aised for the defence of the constitution,
I was not willing to throw impediments in the way of
the ful ad tion of public concerns at such
a moment. 1 was not willing to weaken in the least de-
gree the efficiency of this administration for the high pur
pose [ had chiefly at heart—the reatoration of concorl to
this land. [ have said nothing in relation to the course
of the admiaistration on other topics. But certain it is,
aud | say it frankly, that whilst I have seen nothing in
the course ol the administration which would induce me
to indulge in vindictive reprehension, yel there are meas-
ures which [ could mention that [ have not fally ap-
roved, and which, under different circumistances, I shouid
eel it my duty to express mysell ks not approving. |
hope this explanation wiil be satisfactory 1o the honor-
able senalor. [t is certainly satisfactory 10 my own con-
BCIENCE.

If the senators now desire o adjoarn, 1 will give way
for that purpose,

Oa the motion of Mr. MANGUM, the Senate then ad-
Journed.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1551,

THE COMFROMISE MEASURES,

The hour of one o'elock having arrived, and the res-
olutions declaring the compromise measures to be a final
settlement of all the questions growing out of the sub-
ject of rinmealu: slavery being the speeial order—
| Mr. FOOTE resumed the floor, aud continued his re-
| marks as follows:

|' Mr. Presipest: It must be obvious 10 all that the
merits ol this resolution, il merits it possess, depend
entirely upon the character of the compromise measures
| themselves. 1 they are of real and great value, and are
thus entitled 1o be maintained und execnted faithfally
and etliciently, with a view to securing the national re-
i pose and the continued suecess of free institations in
| this eountry, then, sir, is the adoption of such a resolu-
tion as the one under consideration obviously desirable
and nrmﬂl’{. under the cirenmstances existing, the na-
|ture of which has already been once or twice explained
|in hearing of the Senate. Much has been sald in oppo-
wition 1o the measures of compromise by both the sena-
tors from Sowth Carolina. | shall not now enter info a
very elaborate defence of them Nothing could be, in
my opi . more fitable in itseli, or less enter-
taining 1o this body, There is hardly an intelligent boy
who has reached his fileenth year who does not under-
| stand each of these enactments, and in all its bearings
| The ablest minds of the country have heen occupied 1n
| elucidating every point of the pending controversy, and

lit would be not a little presumptuous in me 1o entertain
|w hope of supplying additional elucidation of them
| Buat, sir, certain remarks have been made—I will not
| way that arguments have been offered, for the remarks to
which | refer did not approximate 1o the dignity of ar-
| gument—certain suggestions hostile 1o (hese measures
'gam been thrown up in quite a cursory and immethodi.
eal manner, to which | believe it is my duty at the pres.
| ent time 10 give a mere passing notice. The senator from
| South Carolina who sits most distant from me [Mr
| Rukrr] declared, in a solemn manner, his opinion that
[lhn admission of Californin was unconstitmtional.  Has
he, sir,given osany reason for his entertainment of that
opinion ! None, sir, except one based upon a tertain
letter that | had the honor at one time of subseribing
with cettmin colleagues of mine, which has been dis-
cuseed all over the country, in the newspapers and elae.
where, 10 such an extent as to make the very mention ol
this lintle epistle positively disgasting to any man not
prone 1o ocenpy his mind exelosively in serotinizing
trivialitien.  Sir, [ have heretofore stated the circum:
stances in which that letter onginated, and have ex
plained s trun_object and import ; and 1 hold it to be
next to impossible ihat any man, however disposed to
misjudge me, can regard that leller as intimanng the
least doubt as to the constitutionality of admitting  Cali-
fornim.  The posiion assamed I? me the other day, that
this act of legslation was in conformity with the consil
tution, remaine altogether unshaken. This aet of ad.
mission, as all most admit, does not vary in substance or
shraseclogy from every other aet of & similas kind which
!uu- been heretalore adopted for many years past. 11 other
new Siates have been cunlmullnﬂnﬁy adinitted, which
have found their way oo the Union by means ol a
legislative proceeding precisely similar in all respects 1o
the act admitting California, how can the validity of her
admixsion be controverted

Tue new Sinte has been simply admitted npon a footing |
with the older States of the eonledermey, without any |
condition or qualification whatsoever; and even Mr
Calhoon tanght his poliical diseiples, whilet living, what
was ceriainly quite obvious without any such tesching,
that the discretion of Congress in the admission of new
States was withont limitation or restriction, save that it |
| must become satisfied that the new Sate applying lor ad- |
| mission possessed a government republican in ite charac-
ter Sir, no one has yet doubted that Califoraia has a re-
| publican constitution ; and | wonld respecifnlly saggest
thit if any doubt should anse upon this particular point,
wemight axpect objecthions, based upon this very delicale
ground, 1o emanate much more naturally elsewhere than
in the State of South Carolina, whose own particular
farm of government has been oftentimes denied 10 be
altogether as republican in ita form as might be reasona-
bly desited.  This remark will not, [ trast, be regarded
as ot all disparagiog 10 this renowned Commonweslih,
whosa eitizens have of late, ua | learn, begun 1o testily a
somewhat eager dosire (o modify their present organie
law, 80 an (o make it conform mare neatly to the true re-

blican model.  Sir, ninety.uine juriste ot of every
miliirh] 1o be found in the country huve decided the act
ol admitting Calilornia to be strietly eonstitutional ; and a
year or two hence all reasonable men will wonder how
any doubt eoald ever have been supposed (o exist upon
this subject. Al oy mate, #ir, | shall not now discuss
this question, and shall proceed 10 examioe mallers of
more Wrgency. 3

The senator from South Caralina [Mr. Ruere] says
that he wees the Wilmot proviso in the st admitiing Cal-
itornia.  Well, wir, the optica of the gentleman must be
wondroualy keen, Does the gentleman know what the
Wilmot proviso is? Doea’ he know that il in terms ap-
lies 10 the vacant lerritory of the republic, and cannot
ty possibility be made to operate within the limits of &
sovereign Siate?  The Wilmol proviso, in terms, exclodes
or prohibits alavery wheresoever it operaies ; the act of
admitting California does not ailude to slavery at all.
Waiving all regular argument apo

n this head, T will pro-
ceed 10 nohce one of 1wo other oo

naiderations conneeted
with this sabject. Sir, permit me to say that I do not al

all doubt the pmﬁa of the resolutien; the only ques
lion is, when it will be brought 1o a decisive vole. ln-
deed, Ifeel assured that not more than eight or nine votes
in this body can be possibly cast against it Sull, the
field of discussion is more or less tnviting, and it may
not be wholl fitable to us to 10 prermim b
late it u little while looger. The sevstor irom South
Caroling who sits most distant from me, [Mr. Ruerr,)
in the early part of his remarks, undertook to denounce
the Missouri Compromise us oppressive and unconstitu-
tional, and 10 reprebend the southern States of the Usion
for what he deemns their disgraceful submission 10 i1 ; and
with that singular consistency which belongs to his his-
tory a8 upublic man, in the course of his exlended range
ol observation, we found him after u while lamenting
most dolorously that the Nashville convention, in which
body he was most undoubtedly somewhat of a leading
charaeter, hud demanded this same Missouri Compromise
line, and been flatly relused it by the action of Congress

in g the ea of ud) in the very face of
this most j pt ani insolent 1
Why, sir, in the gentleman's epeech which | have here

before me—u speech delivered in Charliton a few days
after the adjournment of the convention—be indulges
the uu'l:ls Itr[um lol' (,e'l ot and | h‘ lion dovﬂ the
expected relusal of Congress 1o obey the mandate from
Nashville, the sending lorth of whith he had so effi-
ciently instigated. Now,*sir, the gentleman is a southern
man ; yes, sir, wnd sels Limeell up us u special champion
of \he South—a fervid and furious vindieator of south-
ern rights. | asked him just now if he knew what the
Wilmot proviso was—uot becanse 1 did not sappose
that the gentleman was quite well acquainted with the
hideous features of this legislative monster; and | agk
him in the same spirit now, il he koows what the Mis.
sount Compromise 8. Sir, the gentleman knows, and
everybody else knows, that the Missouri Compromise is
the Wilmot proviso, in substance and phraseology, ex-
cept that it is limited in its application to a particular por-
tion of the public territory—that is to say, to all lying
north of the line of 36 deg. 30 min.—whilst the Wilmot
proviso applies to all vacant territory whatever. They
are precisely similar, | say, sir, in principle and in terms—
the only difference being that which I have just specified.
Now, the gentleman desires that the Missouri Compro-
mise line should be run throogh California.  Cut bono ?
What advantage does he expect the South to reap from
the extension of the Missouri Compromise line 10 the
Pacitic ¢ 1t is true that al the present time the constity-
tion of the Swute of Calilornia excludes slavery from that
State ; bat that provision i the coustitation of Califor-
nia is not, like the laws of the Medes and Persians, un-
changeable. 1t is well known that a sovereign State, at the
time of her admission, and ever alter, has a right to eettle
this question, and to reseltle it as often as she pleases. No
one doubta this. California, then, in consequence of her

| ion, in quence ol her recognilion as a sove.
reign Stale, bus a right at the present time to admit
alavery il she desires 1o do so; and some people think
(though [ will not go fully into that delicate suhject now)
that the climate, soil, and mineral productions of the
State ure favorable to the introduction of slavery. At
any rate, | confess my willingness to enjoy the chance
of such & sate of things ullimately arsing. But the
gentleman from South Catolina does not appear willing
that any possibility should conlinue to exist lor the fu-
tare introduction of slavery in Califorsia.  He cries
aloud, “Give na the Jine ol the Missouri Compromise
through California” 1 am informed—and | beg 10 be
eorrected il | make any mistake—1hat every valuable gold
mine in Calilorma lies north of this same line of 30 deg
i min. This is the precize region that a cértain class
ol southern extremists are constuntly complaining that
the southern slavebolders have been excluded from—
the country 10 which they wish to have the privilege
of carrying their slaves, and employing them in ?Ee
profilable business of digging for mineral lressures,
Sir, & change in the constiution of California may lLere-
after recure the benefits so much desived 1o the slave-
holders of the South, Indeed, some say that the gates of
California are already beginning v turn upon their
ﬁnldcn hinges for our admission ito this real Kl Dorado

ut this bright [rrmrect seems not to open upen the
vision of the honorable senator from South Carolina, He
looks, or did look whilst at the Nasbville convention, and
for many months therealter, alone to the advaniages ex-
pected by him 10 resull from the extension ol the Mis-
souri Compromise line 1o the Pacitic—in other words, he
srefers that, 1o the well-known language ol the Missouri
{'-"mlm'""“- “ glavery or involuntary servitude, save for |
crime, &, shall be forever excluded."  Yes, sir, forever,
by the terms of a compromise which can only be set aside,
wlien once adopted, by a villanous breach of faith.  Sir, |
there is pecasionally something in the delusive theories of
excited politicians which s calealated 10 awaken our
wonder, our regret, and oar profound commiseration. |
confidently ask, is he a true soothern man in feeling and
in wetion that struggles, or has strnzgled, to exclude the
Sauth permanently from the only part of California where
slave labor as ever hikely o be profitably introdaced !
Why, sir, the very worst enemy—ithe veriest abolitionisi
in all the land—could not desire 1o treat the South more
scurvily. |

A proposition more hostle 1o the vital interesis of the
South than this of the Missoan Compromise, under ex-
isting circumsiances, could not well be imagined ; nor can
| see how any southern man can for a moment lend his
sanction to i1, whose intellectunl powers have not been
thoroughly confounded by some strange and incompre-
bensible hallueination. The truth e, sir, almosi every
movement of the Nashville convention was a nidicnlous
blunder ; wnid some of the movements of particular mem-
bers of that body were worse than blunders—they were
high political oflences belore God and man

\Vell. wir, let us follow the gentleman a Little farther,
He cannot get the Missouri Compromise line through
California.  But heis slso dissatistied with the armoge- |
ment made as to Uah, We gave a terntorial govern. |
ment to Ulab wahout the Wilmot proviso.  Does any man |
deny that 7 We gave a territorial government to New
Mexico witheut the Wilmot proviso. Will any one deny
that, sit 7 A senator {rom ?m:uuu. [(Mr. Husrten,] as
much approved in South Catoling as any of her own sons,
voted far both of these measares ; and, sir, the Utah bill
passed this bouse with only two southern votes against
it. [ passed the other hoase also by an overwhelming

njority ol sonthern wvoles. Ware we, then, who voled
for these bills, all traitora, or were we fools ! Sir, my
late colleague voted forthe Utab territorial bill, s the
senator from Soath Carolina disposed 10 denousce him
for doingso ! 1 insist, sir, that traitors or fools il the
southern senators and representatives were who voted
for these mensures, if they have had the effect of depriv-
ing the South of all interest in the Territories acquired
from Mexieo

But, sir, thia is not the most striking view which can be
presented of the practical working of his Missouri Com-
promise poliey.  Let me remind the gentleman that the
thirny.seventh rlrﬁret of north latitude is now the south-
ern houndary of Umh,  Ran the boundary thirty minutes
below that line, at 36 deg. 50 min., a4 A compromise line,
and what will be the eflect of it 7 |1 there be slavebold-
era and slaves in Utah, you will drive them all out, and
yon will close the door of California furever against
slavery. Now, it isa [uet, which was proved in the House
of Representatives, that when the territorial bills were
on their passage it was known fo the delegate from the
Utah Territory in that body that at least five hundred
slaves were held by their owners, who exereised an on-
disturbed control over them as property. | received a Jet.
ter during the sommer antecedent 1o what is known as
the adjnstment struggle from the distinguished senator
from South Carolina, who was the immediate predeces
sor of the gentleman o whom I am now replying, urging
me 1o eo-operate with him in bringing Utal into the Union
as a State at once, despite any objection presented, be-
cause, he said, Umh wans o slaveholding region, and the
eople of that Territory had decided, in convention, in
avor of the system of slavery, or ut least had decided in
favor of not interfering with the system then existiog
there.  But, sir, | think that the senator from South Cat-
olina secupies o position [rom which he will find it -.lllﬂ-
cult to relieve himsell in regard to the Territory of Utah

[ saw a speech or publication of that gentleman, which
he will not, | think, deny—a statement made towands the
close of the late warmly-sustained contest in South Car-
olina—urging the people of that Slate to continuel op-
pasition 1o the measures of adjustment, stimnlating them
10 extreme measures of resistance, and, among other
circumstances of encouragement, suggesting 1o them 1he
fact that the people of Utah were a slaveholding people ;
that their sympathien were all southern in ther churac
ter; and that they would be found ready 10 unite with
south Carolina in a siroggle against thy government ol
the United Siales, L e

Mr. RHETT.  Does the senator from Mississippi wish
1o know the trath in telation to the matter of which he
i now apeaking ! 1 can tell him that | never saw any
wuch slatement.

Mr. FOOTE

rend.,

u that [
m;i:', aBE!‘T_ I it was | never saw it, and most cer
tain o 1 had seen it I would have denied it
Mr. FOOTE. It the senator deniest, | will not
it hat | most cortainly eaw the statement in the South

It was published in all the southern

holders, though they declared in their convention, held
nearly IWo years since, that they were resolved not o in-
terfere withi the question of slavery by introducing or by
excludiog slaves. | do not know positively that they were
iumnlartylm_mrenlmi in the question of slavery at all,
But, | mak, is it expedient that the line 36 deg. 50 min,
shiould be run below the southern bonndury line of Utah,
a0 8510 shut up the whole country to the adinission ol
slavery, which would be otherwise unprecluded ?

Sir, look at Utah for & moment. There is a territorial
government without the Wilmot proviso, established by
i act which provides that herealter this Territory, and
all the Staten into which it may be subdivided, shall be
admilted into the Union us slave or as (ree States, as the
people thereof shall decide; and, in order to make * as-
Burance duuhz sure,” that the constitution and laws of
the Union shall be carried into that Territory, anil estab-
lished us the prevailing and parmmount law of the land,
Will any southern man contend hat those who may
choose to take their slaves there will not find their right
ol ;llnmrlg protecied by the constitution ! Sir, that 15 a
view ol the subject which abolitionists alone can con-
sider worthy of regard, At uny rate, | have always been
of the opinion—and | believe that the honorable senator
from South Carolina will not dispute the proposition—
that the canstitution does protect .]’mry in all the Terri-
tories which belong to our political system, These re-
marks apply ol courre equally 1o New Mexico. But the
wentleman says in effect, | “don’t say that the Wilmot
proviso is in the Territory of New Mexico. | know the
contrary of that. Indeed, there is no part of either enact-
ment that | can object to particularly ; but we have, un-
fortunately, a Presudent olnnorllmrn birth, and he may,
and has airealy, as 1 learn, appointed gentlemen to exer-
cise judicial power in these Territories who are unsound
on the subject of slavery.” Sir, I am not the special de-
fender of the President of the United States on this point ;
but I da not believe that there is & man in this body who
would suppose it possible that the present Chiel Magis-
trate would pay the least 'ﬁ::d to the question of slavery
when providing judicial officers for the Territories ; and
Lassert that the stat is undeniably cal i

from Mi

Mr. RHETT. Does the
charge me with making such a statement ?

The PRESIDENT, Order!

Mr. FOOTE. Sir, in regard to the chiel justice of
New Mexico, ¢a distinguished public man of my own
State, who was appointed chief justice of New Mexico
by the President, under the recommendation of almost
our whole legislature,) 1 will say, that whoever shall
dare, after | have made this explanation, to assert that
this gentlemun ever expressed the opinion that the Wilmot

oviso is constitutional; and shall suggest further that

e was appointed by the Executive with the knowledge
of his entertaining thia opinion and because he did thus
entertain it, is & vile ealumniator, and I shall denounce
him as such wherever I may hear his name mentioned.
Gentlemen should be perfectly sure of facts belore they
indulge in statements which "are injurious lo private or
public character. I beg that the Clerk will read the let-
ter which | gend 1o his desk, from Chief Justice Baker,
of New Mexico. | wished to see Judge Broechus, and
other judicial officers of Utah, for the purpose of obtain.
ing their testimony on the same point; but unfortunately
| eannot do everything in a minute or two.

[ The letter having been read, Mr. F. proceeded ;]

I have no doubt in regard to all the statemenis con-
tained in the letter, and eapmullf in regard 1o the last
I once thought that slavery was likely to find establish-
ment in New Mexico, but | have of late changed my opin-
ir, Thereds a letter, sir, from the present delegate of that
Territory in Congress, which 1 shall offer 1o the consid-
eration of the Senate, Itis still more comprehensive in
its character, and satisfaclory in it statements, than
Judge Bakers. It is replete with statements ol facts
which will serve to satisly the whole country at least that
there is no fanatical leeling in New Mexico o regard to
slavery :

Waswinaton, Decewmbar 16, 1861,

My prar sinc In complinnes with your request, | give you
my views us 1o the popilar fecling couceruing sluvery in
New Mexico,

The popular feeling in New Moxico (s, [ believe, fizxedly
set nganinst that country being made the arenn in which 10
d-nnf- politeal questions in which the people have no prac-
tienl interest ; and all atitempts which have herewlors been
made, or which hereniter may be mude, 2 imluce the peo-
ple of st couliiey to fake suden on a question in which
they are not at all interested bave Loed, and will, 1 trast,
forever be, utterly nbortive

Thers nee in New Mexico alew negroos—in ull, ns shown
by the census, revenioen ; and ol tlus number thers may

| be as many ns five or six slaves—house servants of ollicers

of the wrny nnd others

There has, wp to this time, befors the jadicial tibunals,
boen no case of nnegro bebd o slavery suing for bis tree-
dom. Whea such u cass shall oceur, it will, In my cpin-
iom, be wdjudicated witbout popular excitement of any
kind, thongh the poople nre, | believe, oppased to the intro-
daction of slave labor amongst themarlver; and when the

tall think proper to seek ad.
C i, they will, | wm inelined 1o
think pinion danger of the lntro-
duction ol slave labor there, prohibit it im ws there s at
this time no snch danger, thers is no such excitement on
the suliject; nud as | seein the folure no likelibood of the
introduction of stave lubor there, | npprebend that the rnp-
ular mind will, as now, remain ealm oo this poin the
question of probibiting, admitting, or remainisg silent
concerning slavery, will be treated simply as o mattor of
wlley 1o reference 10 being admitted inw the Union,

To show the freedom from exelement of the people on
this question, | refer yoo to the fact that in the State consti-
tation of New Mexico ol lnst year, though slavery was pro-
hibited, the unders' goed, though Talsely denounced in the
only newspaper in New Mexioo as a sluvery pm;lag(\lrhllﬂ3
was elected to the Sennte by an overwhelming vote—an
this, too, despite the geoeral knowledge among the mem-
bers of the legislatare thnt be was in favor of so arranging
the davery clanse as to «fect our ndmlssion into the Union,
and without regard to any other eircumstance whatsoever
| was confident 1hat no constitational provisign could biing
ahout the lnroduction of slave labor there, and, bhalng sat-
ietled with the substance, did not trouble mys=If about a

rehibition of what could never eifeet ue; and this, [ be-
h"r, in the popular feeling in New Mexico.

Weln New Mexieo bhave sutlored too moch already by
s ing onr soil made vse of by others as a political batile-
field aver whieh to setile the slavery question, 1o ngain pers
it it o be so weed, of e can aoodd b, 1bsg | believe, the
fixed determination of the people to take no sides on this
guestlon, which In no way practically concerns them
Whan the question co nes up wa will troat it simply as g
matter of poliey, by which to fsciliate oor admirsion inte
the Union, Uaee admited, we can do as we choose. We
dosire the Idendshiip of all—enangling allinnees with
none

A vigorous effort was s year mads o iuterest the
seople in this vexed question | but all in vain. A document
entitled ' Addeess to the (nhabliants of New Mexico and
Californin on the omission hy Congress 10 provide them
with terriorial governments, and on the social aud politonl
evile of slavery,” wnas indostrioosly circulared in New
Mexivo, in the Spanah lnngange, by an agent
ionn mrad Forelgn Antl Siavery Soclety, who ls
the editor of the ** Seoth Fe Gageus,' in the colum
which paper he ls repabii hing occasionnl clapters of this
document. In thiv s drewn 8 com pasison, more highly
wonght than trme, batwesn the Noith and South in refer-
e 1o state of edueation, state of morals, state of religion,
distegard of homan Life, disrspard of eonstitutional obiliga-
tions, population, militery weakness, &o. In ihe concln
slon, the people are nrged o ip an Independant govern-
mont, “oaless exempied trom the ourss of siavery,” sod are

risin i, bn thet ease, the mesistance of the “whole Narth g
rwr-d you an English and a Spanish sopy

You will pereeive that the unscrapulous pers
arging the law-abiding New Mexicans to the ¢
ol trenson, and prom ising amistancs they have
promise, have signed thair names to the doees 1t

This atempt to diaw the simple, pastoral, and unarmed
poople of New Mexico into nn net ol trensonnble resistanes
o the powerfal governmant 10 which 1hey owe and yleld
shieginuee, will meet with the protound indigaation it des
serves from mil parts of the United States, but npt more pro.
fonnd than the contempt it et with in Naw Mex/co

Though supported by the only newspaper in New Mex-
oo, whose editor (s, as | have stnted, an agent of the Amer
femn and Forelgn Anti-Sinvery Society, no exeitemeant fook
place i New Mesico ontaide ol (he immediate family ol
the ediwor, olothed Ihﬂllsll e was 0 the gath of mission
nry—n minisier ol the Gospel—a minister of pesos. )

ri thore wes nny persons o the Unlead States who desire
1o colunlgs slaves lu our Torritory, | lp]lfl‘hv‘rlllllbﬂrn would
b 1o olijeeton on ihe part ol the prople ol :\'lw Muoxico,
let thie decision of the courts e what it may Perhaps the
atempt wonld be beneficinl | it would ai sl events sattle
the question, and o feotaally thwart any further attempt to
make New Mexico the scapa-gont to benr the burden of a

s who nre

3 righit to

e soupe ot and would prefer not being minde ase of
wwri ms mn illustention

Stonld the courts in New Mexico decide that siaves may
legally be held, then | am sure that no Imp-mn exoliement
would foltaw s mnd | am equally sure that those who e
bagk in the coldnizing expariment will epoedily send o1
well their slaves sut ”’ﬂ"u‘ Tertitory. Slave fabor witl not
pay in Now Mevico, wnd in that iv comprised the whole
question ;

We dosire to ba inn position in which Congress, unem-
barrassed Ly the slavery question s regards s, may direct
its attention W0 |ﬂgltll1lnu W oma 10 promote the inwrest of
thint neglected nnd sympathy-deserving section

This tstter I placs wt your disposition, o be ised as yon
miny think proper, thongh not writen with that oarefulness,
ne regnrds poriods, or with the compacinsss, I wonld de-

sire.
Vv espeotiolly, your chodient servant
e L i H WEIGHTMAN

Caralina papers, and in athers.  However, these are the
facta, Tx: people of Utah are to some extent slave-

Han, H, 8 Foere, U. 5. Senate

question which soneerns her hot We objeet 10 being made |

I have now said as much about these territorisl gov-
ernments as [ deem to be necessary. But the senator
says he objects very much 1o the line which we Lave
established between New Mexico and Texas.  Well, sir,
mr friend on my left [Mr. Hovsron] does not object st
all, though he wis rather hard o pléase when the busi-
ness of fettling the question of boundary was belore us,
Texas, | believe, without being bribed, as some accused
lier of having been, nTreed o take the money, and will
receive il, | hope, in due seuson. The contract of e
chase was & good one, hoth for the vendor and the ven-
dee, for a thousand reasons too multiplied for specifica-
tiop.  But the entleman says (and if the assertion had
the least foundation it would be a serious one indeed)
that we &0 arranged matters in the extablishment of
the territorial fmftrnmunl in New Mexico, and in eutting
off u portion of the territory originally elimed by Texus,
and now included in New Mexico, us 1o deprive the
South of four slave States, 15 this tue > Has the gen-
teman ever read the resolution of Texan anpexation !
U e has not, | would recommend him 1o read it as
soon as convenlent. It provides expressly that Texas
may be so subdivided, with ker own conecnt, as 1o allow
four additional States 1o be laid off within her horders ;
and also expressly and nnlemnlf' provides, further, that o
the States thus laid off those lying north of 99 deg. 30
min, norih latitude shall be free Statea—in other words,
that the Missouri Compromise principle, aling the Wilmot
proviso, shall be applied 10 all snch territory,

Allow me toask, niry doss
thing by this arrangement? This very terrilory is a
part of the Territory of New Mexico; and over it is n
government established under the authority of a law pro-
viding directly, in the weth of the resolution of Texan
annexation, (which declared that those States which
should herealter meek establishment above the line of
369 90’ north latitnde should be free Statis,) that any
State or States which may spriog into existence in sail
Territory hereaflter, shall be allowed to come into the
Union with or withont slavery, as the people thercof ma
decide in their State constitution, How does the South
lose anything here? [ wish the gentleman would argue,
instead of mntentmﬁ himsell with dogwmatic assertions,
[ wish he would look into these things in the spirit of
manly and slatesmanlike scrutiny, instead of being car-
ried away by o mere tempest of excited feeling, Does he

ppose that the acquisition of the Territory gy the gov.
ernment of the United States necessarily destrayed slavery
there > Then my own State at the jresent time is justly and
properly 1o be considered a free Siate ; for she was pur-
chased from Georgia, as was Alabama, in neither of which
has the system ol domestic slavery been specially estab-
lished. s the senalor imagine that the establishment
ol a territorial government can have the effect of abol-
ishing slavery ! Then Mississippi and Alabama, and
various olher new Siales, buve been long since trans-
formed into free States,  Sir, these territorial enactments
are ns conservative ol whal we know and value, in o
peculinr sense, as southern rights, as any aet which has
received the sunclion of Canrrwu at uny time; and | can-
not see how the South could possibly have lost anything
by that_particular enactment whereby the boundary be-
tween Texas and New Mexico was arranged, | contend
that the South hu[fnined much by this particular enact-
ment, aince it is undeniably true that the northern bound-
ary line of Texas, until settled by this enactment, was
unsettled, and in a condition which made it more than
likely that it would be settled against the South. The
Supreme Court of the United States weull, | suppase,

ave decided against us without much hesitation, had it
been referred 1o that tribunal.  We settled the question
here, not judicially, but in a manner equally satisfac-
tory; and i my opinion we setiled it in a manner most
faverable to the South,  Yes, sir, it may be almost said
that we adjudicated the question of slavery in favor of
the South by this proceeding. | am speaking plainly, 1
do not wish to deceive nnyhmifv, l I:Otllunlﬁ wir, that
if A proposes to purchase of B his horse, or house,
or goode, the very proposition 1o purchase may be,
lo some extent, regarded as estopping him from denying
thetitle of the person thus recoilnined as the owner ol the
iroperty the purchase of which is sought to be effected.
¥ell, sir, we proposed 1o purchase of Texas the territory
in dispute, the title 1o which had been long a matter of
contraversy, and had been alike the subject of grave in.

country., The ablest men in the republic had discussed
the question here and elsewhere. Apd the government
of the United States, with all the light that could be
thrown upon the question as & question of law, made a
plain, unequivoenl proposition to Texas to purchase the
territory. Was not this eqaivalent 10 acknowledging that
the title of Texas was good and valid ¢

But how does this affect the question of slavery !
Texus was admitted into the Union as a single slave
State, 10 remarn such until & new State should be formed
from some portion’ of her limits. 1t is obvious that the
law of slavery pervaded originally the whole of what
was known as Texas.  Dul it not ! When we settled
the question of the true boundary line, by acknowledg-
ing that the Ltle of Texas extended 1o the 42] deg. of
latitade, we recognised, in the most solemn wanner, in
my opinion, whatever may be the opinion of others, the
existence ol the law of slavery in every par ol the ler-
ritory thus bounded by the degree of latitude mentioned.
If this is not true, itis a belter argument, [eeble as
am who make it, than can be made on the other wside of
the question. How does the South lase four Siates by
this arrangement, as the honorakle senator from South
Carolina 8o unreasonably contends ! Oh, how | wish
that gentlemen would argue and scratinize a little, in-
stead of permitting themselves 1o be carried away by a
wild gale of excitement ! )

The gentleman did not dilate upon the Distriet of Co-
lumbia bill. 1 suppose he is satished with it With
what part of the Compromise, then, is he dissatsiiod, in
addition to the measures already explored * 1 regret 10
be eonstrained 1o say that the honorahle senator is deeply
dissntisfied with what is known as the Tugitive-slave law
Sir, [ ke it upon myself solemnly to arraign the gentle-
man for baving manifested a most an-southern and fae-
tious opposition to this law, upon various most ansub-
stantial grounds taken by him.  Waell, sir, 1 am of opin.
won that the fugitive-slave law is now enforeed—yes, and
I think pretty nelively and faithinlly enforeed—in every
part of the repnblic  The gentleman, at the last seseion,
expressed the opinion here in debate, that the fugitive-
slave bill was unconstitutional [

Mr. RHETT. 1 admit that | said so, 1 will prove it

Me. FOOTE. The gentleman admits it 1 have one
or two interesting extracts from the honorable gentle-
man’s own speeches to which | beg leave to invite atten-
tion. Lot the world be amaged ! let all intelligent south.
ern men be astounded ! let the Soath especially manifest
a profound and distressful sarpriee, when 1 offer testi.
mony here ol the most conclasive character 1o show that
the honorable senator from South Carolina [Mr. Ruert]
line waged a fiercer and more nnrelenting warfare upon
that particular interest of the South, secured, or inteaded
to he secared, by the fogitive-slave law, than any man
even among the abolitemsts proper. [t was in the gen:
teman's power to do mueh mjory, and he has done it |
aver that he has done more to enconrage northern men 1o
break this law than any other man in the republic. By
admitting its anconstitationality, he hos aded in b lding

| esion l counteracting exertions of others

|
|

|
]

|
|

up u party in the North in opposition to it By refusing
10 co-operate with the Exeegtive in enforcing the exeou-
tion of the law, he has established that party in full
strength, or at least would have done so, but for the
If tierce opposers of
this law have any strength now, they owe muaech ol it 1o
the objectionable langnage employed by the gentleman in
varions pablic speeches nitered here and elsewhers, bat
espeeinlly 1o what he has waid here in epeaches, portions
of which | am about to read. Here is the gentleman's
language on a very noted oceasion, when wa had the
Premdent's specinl message in regard to the lostan mob
before us al the last session of Congress. Let ns see
who the true sonthern men are, and under what leader
the South ought to rally for salety and sscurity at this
critioal moment

He saye:

“ o anthority within a Soate oan selzsmeriminal against
the laws of moother Stare, but the adihority of the Sinte
el to which ha las Had hin e the law of ostions, and
in ackaowledged Ly the act of 1793 with respact to h;m_nm
ariminals, bat is dented with respeot (o fugitive sinves. ™

Again, says the gentleman

* Wa would long sinee have hind peaceabily this gnaran
tee of the gonstl L or have dissolved oor connexlon
with them. As a sabstitota—and an exoludive substinnpe—
for this peacealile and gore wilicient redress uonder the con
sitnton, Uongress hne usucped the power of legisiatiog
wpon this subjeet.”

o Usurped 1" that s the language of !
What could be mote emphatie or more fatal / I
the power ol Congress to legislate on the sabject at o I
although the Supreme Court of the United States has de-
cided 1%:! thia was the only speeies of legislation whieh
it held 1o be logal and operative.  The gentleman says
this sort of legislating is anconstitution 1 he enter-
tained such an opinion, he was certainly by no means
bound 10 express it

Agnin, he says:

“ Tha Statos, finding that the Sapreme Coort of the
United Simtes have assorted and muintalned the sxclasive
right of Cangross to legislaws for the recovery of lugitive

he gentleman
He denies

tha South lose any. | g entle

vestigation here, and of solemn scrutiny thronghout the

sluves by the authorlty of the general g
Tisncd 1 nliow theie magistunios wad oty 0 wot
They have n-.rnnh-.l the laws previously made o mid in the
recapture of fugiiive siaves,  Aad, ludeed, sir, i1 it be wae
that the recovery ol fugitive slaves is nmfauivalr'u ‘iu

;‘-1 llb_.l- general govermment, what olse could the (res Siaies
8]
See how he justifies opposition 1o this law.  1f the free
States could not refuse to do otherwise than have
done, why did the honorable gentleman Bﬂﬂ'lpllmuﬁ them
for not supporting this law ?  What right had he to com-
plain of them, if they only did us they were justified in

Svernment, have re-

daing !

He adidas :

* Were not such laws unconstitutional 1 And would y
not bie waide by the vourts of the United States 1 Tha
doctrine of this cowrt ot only permited, but virually pom-

anded the States as mwrai na, kod the people of the
Smtes an fudividuals, to stand sloof, nnd 10 lsave slave-
linlder 10 the Instrvmentality of the governmept of the
Uniied Sites, wud 1o this nlone, to recaver his fugitive alave .
Sir, I protest against this doctrine, | protest against this
Haurpalion an the part ol Congress,"

Was this speech made by the simator from New York,
[Mr. Sewann?) U be had held this very la on
that particular occasion when he is undarﬂoontfw :I"
Intely invited certain distinguished guesis, of rather an
anomalous character, to his domestic mansion, perhaps
nobody would bave heea at all surprised ; though [ think
even be has hardly been as audacious as this. Sir, the
wai [ Mr. in addition
“Ipratest agalnst this wawrpation on the part of Con-
gress. iy faml 1o the rights of the South. | mainwin
ihai by the constitution we bave the inith of the Sixtes as
soversigns o m compaat with ns; and that by that com-
pact the government ol every free State, every man in
every lron State, (s bound, mormlly and constitationally, 10
ald in the recovery and restorntion of our lugitive sluves.”

Again, speaking of the decigions of the Suy Court
of the United States on the questions of slavery, he says :

*And what do they amoant to 1 Flat asertions—naked
dogmatism—and & manifest assumption, from beginning
to end, ol the thing to be proved. 1l senators inve besn
ablv 0 see in them anything to satisly their minds of the
authority of Congress w aet wt all upon this subject, much
Iiu:.e ] ulft exclusively, they have beea more fortunate than

uve Leen

. . .

“You may pass your I!WI‘; bat s handtuior pocul;ll*“i.l

does not require . majority—can baffle your authority In

every town in the United Sates, and thus nullify your law,

:‘I::'l :';a::r proclnmation, and put your army and navy at
nnee,

Such ia the langzuage of the honorable senator from
South Carolina, [Mr. Ruerr.] He desired the law to
operate efficiently!  Did he not? Again he exclaima:

“*You promulge the doctrines here which virtually make
the consitution n nothiog—its limittions mere breath,
And now, when Abolition rears its head and stares Con-
solidation inthe face, you wish to frown it down, [ will
Ilnugh you to scorn.™

This reminds me that | saw the learned gentleman
laugh very extravagantly under the speech delivered the
other day by the senalor from New Hampshire, [Mr.
Harg,) and | believe that he was about the only senator
whom | abserved 1o be thus entertained. Bat it is not
the first time that | have noticed interchanges of sym-
pathy between certain senators, indicating, f"r‘w.m
secret understanding, which may possibly be more plainly
lisclosed hereafter, and which hoael no good 1o the peace
and quiet of the republic. ‘The senator says further, in
the speech from which I am quoting :

“It is only glrr{ing out the prineiple you taught it—the
life you gave it. 1t is only ridding themselves of that re-
spousibility yon impesed apon them, and earrying out your
prineiples o their legitimats results.”

Mr. President, | shall be content on this head to sub-
mit, without comment, a short extract of Mr. Webster's
Albany speech of last summer. Speaking of the same
law, this gentleman says:

“* Now, let me say that this law Las been disconssed, con-
sidered, and adjodged in agreat many of the tribunsls of
the country. It hias been the subject of discussion be
judges of the Supreme Court of (he United Statea—the
subject of discussion before courts the most_respectiable in
the Swmtes. Everywhers, on all oconsions, snd by all judges,
it hus beenholden w be, and pronounced o be, s consti-
tutional law.™

Whao ean [ail to perceive that the honorable senator is
practically u worse enemy of the South thaa any man
north of Mason and Dixon’s line ?

The honorable renator has not only avowed himself a
secessionist, but has lllemlpud to enforce his views by
something that he evidently considered 10 amount to ar-
gument. | shall not attempt a regular response 1o that
part of the honorable gentleman's speech, as [ do not
deem it at all necessary 1o do k0. But it seems that there
is un jssue of fact between the senator from Seuth Caro-
lina and mysell in regard to the period when he was
known 1o give expression to disunion sentiments. The
honorable gentleman says, if I understand him t, that
be never wvowed disunion sentiments before the year
1545, whilst [ have charged him with hwin:_hunu dis-
unioniat for nearly 1wenty years, and cited hisapeech in
Charleston in proof of thsljmiiu of my accusation. Let
us look into this matter a little, sir,

Mr. RHETT. The speech states that it was since
1845, not for twenty years, although it 1s a matter of no

consequence. ) ”

Mr, FOOTE. Does the gentleman say thal it was in
1844 be became a secessionist ?

Mr. RHETT. 1 do not care whethe
or one hundred years, il | was so old,
importance. c

M. FOOTE. Time has become quite important since
the gentleman's declaration that he bad never been a di

unionist belore o certuin period-—that is to_say, six years
ago. Now, 1 hold inmy hand a volome ol Nlln'l'&h-
ter, which contains some evidence upon this int ng
point, which | shall proceed to lay before the Senate. In
the year 1533 Virginia despatched the celebrated Benja-
min Watkins Leigh to the capital of South Carolina as a
commissioner of peace, hoping that his persuasive coun-
sels might secure the acquiescence of South Carolina in
the compromise measures of that Fﬂ'md. which had just
been adopled.  Mr Leigh reached Columbin whilst the
convention of South Carolina was in session, and com-
menced his patriotic labors, which were, happily, in a
short lime completely suceessful. A committee of that
body, to whom the subject had been referred, reported an
ordinance 1 ling the celebrated ordinance of seces-
mion.  This report came up for consideration on the 14th
day of March. The honorable senator from South Car-
olina was then s member of the conveation, under a dif-
ferent nnme (Smith) from that 10 which he has imparted
so mueh notoriety of late. [ read from the volume re-
| ferred to, ns follows

# AMaroh 1L The osdinance reportad yasterday was taken
up and considered, and Mr Mitien, of the Senate of the
Uiited Smtes, expinined the new el lnw, and gave his
remsons why he had sapported it He thought that d
*Bauth Caroline doctrines’ ware recognised ; but he s
that the convention was not commitied by that sot, * bei
olenrly free 1o exeroise (te soverelgn will' He was fol-
Jowaed by Mr Barswens, of the Houso of Represantatives
of the Unlied Smws  Amoog other things, be ssid he
thonght Sonth Cacolina had no canss for trinmph, nnd hs
wins glad that Ceay's bill was not received with njalnlni
1o we himd not achisved & groat victory, and bad not pui
that the Stale set out for ; but he would support the ordi-
nanco ander consideration, beeanse the quesiion was now
whether we shonld ssoede, and hnve a civil war, or iake
the Gnim promise. He shonld, therefore, vote for the passage
of the ordivanoe, which e considersd not st all derogatwry
to the dignity not 1o the konor of the Sote

o Mr. IL Banswenn #mrm (now the honorable senator,
e Wmwre) rose, evidently under great sxcitoment. He
said that it had been bur & very I:""I time since he had
seen the report accom panying the ordinanoe ; that he had
not examiogd it, but what he had seon of it he rotally dis-
sented from.  1ls was sire (hat the constiioents whom hes
roprasented never woald consent to the sentiments of that
report, I knew themn two well, and was proceeding 1o
animadvert very reversly an the report penerally, whan
Mr, Wiesox aak sl if the report was then bafore the conven-

T you say twealy
'J‘ie time ia of no

1
]

"?'.' The CWaii I'ie andinance s Lislore the sonvantion.
The teport conraina the reasons which are submitted h’lh-
somm ities fer the adoption of the ordinance ; and the Chalr
deema the gentleman o order, wnd will permie o lntitods of
debate, when, in stating hin rensons lor voting for the ordi-
e, e sl atempt o show wherein be difers from the
reasons pf the o Hmimiites

o Mr. Sairn prooesded,  [le mid he was willing to vote
far the ordinanee, but not on the groands sinted in the re.
port 1 anlled the attsntion of the convention 1o thoss
words in the repart expressive of the ardent attachment of
s propls of this Soe jowards the Union.  As for himeeld,
loe was not for sochoa Unjon, sud he was likewise certain
that those who sent Lim there were the same in sentimeant
He said that he would rathee soo the whole Siate, (rom the
Tabile Hock to Fort Moultrle, n military eamp than for
the Swate of South Caroling 1o sonfinue a member of the
Union sweh as i d0 wow and has been for ten yoars ™
ordinance of November hoad reqoired more than was
granted by Mr. Urav's bill, mod he was for the whols requi-
sition, e was unwiliog o reoeds one step, and would
naver conseat 1o vote for the ordinance befors the eonven-
tion now on the grenods sontaified 1o the eport.  He did
not view that bid e & compromise, beoanse it did not go
far enough ; snd, althoogh he should vota for the ordinanoes
yet he was nnwilling that thie peport should be given u: e
woild nscontaining the canses which induced Hoath Caro-
lina to repesl her ordinance He runr u-vnv:ﬂ chinnges gn
the words * ardently sitnched w ke Union,” suempied




